
Danvers National Little League 

PHASE 3 RE-OPENING – RETURN TO PLAY AND COVID 19 PROTOCOLS 

July 11, 2020 

The following protocols were created using the Governor's Youth Sports Safety and Reopening 

Standards, issued July 6, 2020. They provide standards for education, social distancing, face coverings, 

and hygiene to allow for DNLL teams to practice and play games on town fields.  

Education: 

DNLL Board and Division Directors will be holding mandatory safety meetings for the managers/coaches 

in their respective divisions, prior to beginning games. In addition, protocols will be displayed on the 

DNLL website and DNLL social media platforms. DNLL Board members and Division Directors will 

continue to perform in-person assessments of teams for compliance with these protocols. 

Signs will be placed at all fields listing the requirements for social distancing, hand hygiene, and the need 

to self-quarantine for symptoms of fever, cough, and shortness of breath. 

Any participants who have symptoms of respiratory infection, such as cough, fever and shortness of 

breath, will not be allowed to participate in any DNLL activities, and will only be allowed to return with a 

note from their health-care provider that states that they do not have COVID 19 or any other contagious 

disease. 

If any coach, manager or player is diagnosed with COVID 19, DNLL will immediately inform the Danvers 

Recreation Department and any other appropriate agencies. The individual's team will not be allowed to 

attend games or practices from that point onward until we receive clearance from the Recreation 

Department. 

Games and practices must be supervised by manager / coach at all times. 

Managers and coaches will log all persons (name, address, phone and email) of those who attend 

games. 

Social Distancing and Face Coverings: 

During games, only 25 players, at most, will be on the playing surface at a time. Teams will remain 20 

feet apart at all times. Each field will have a maximum of 100 people including coaches, fans, etc. 

Managers, coaches and officials will wear face coverings. Umpires will be positioned behind the mound 

(when 2 umpires, the other will be off set at a 45 degree angle from the plate to call fair or foul balls). 

A limited number of spectators will be allowed at specified safe distances from the playing field. All 

spectators must maintain a social distance of 6ft, and wear a mask when social distancing is 

unavoidable.  



Practice and game times will be staggered.  

Players and coaches must leave the field area (Tapley Park and Highlands) and parking lots as soon as 

practice or games are over, and are not allowed to congregate for any reason. 

Players will wear facial coverings while at bat or on base. 

Players not actively engaged in a game or practice will wear masks. 

Hygiene: 

All coaches will be provided with a CDC-approved, alcohol-based hand-cleaner, with which he or she will 

assure that each player, uses it upon arriving to practice or games, during and just before leaving. 

DNLL has secured a supply of disinfectant spray and disinfectant wipes to sanitize “high touch points” 

around the field, which will be incorporated into the field opening and field closure routines. Coaches 

and managers will be advised to use these after every practice or game to disinfect any balls used at that 

game or practice. DNLL also encourages players to bring their own hand sanitizer. 

There will be no shared equipment except for baseballs. All other equipment must be supplied by each 

player. Baseballs will come from the managers/coaches only. Any foul balls will be returned to the 

manager/coach and not the playing field.  

Field dugouts will be used for “on-deck batters only”, socially distant and disinfected prior to, during and 

post all games. Players will be designated to areas outside and inside the field of play, maintaining social 

distancing. 

To reduce the potential for contamination of surfaces, bleachers, snack bars and bathrooms will be 

closed until further notice. The league will provide a portable toilet that will be cleaned once per week 

by the providing company. 

There will be no shared food or drink. All water bottles, helmets, bags, and all other personal items will 

be clearly labelled with the player’s name, in a manner that will allow the labels to be read without 

touching the equipment. 

 


